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The Google Earth phenomenon 
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1 KML = Keyhole Markup Language; KMZ files are ‘zipped’ KML documents and can also contain 
other related content items. 
 
2 For those interested in superlatives, the Google Earth data available reportedly runs into petabytes. A 
petabyte is a thousand terabytes, or a million gigabytes 
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3 See: http://www.ushmm.org/maps/projects/darfur/. 
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How can Google Earth be utilised in the field? 
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Working with KML as a ‘spatial language’ 
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GIS or Google Earth? 
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4 Notably by Firoz Verjee in his well researched 2007 paper: 
http://www.gwu.edu/~icdrm/publications/PDF/Verjee_Dissertation.pdf 
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Where are we now, and what should we do next? 
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